Renewable Communities
Massachusetts cities and towns
leading the way to 100% renewable energy

New Bedford: Electric vehicles in the municipal ﬂeet
Under the leadership of Mayor Jon Mitchell, New Bedford
has emerged as a leader in municipal clean energy action.
The city has installed 16 megawatts of distributed
renewable electricity generation, including 14.25
megawatts of solar and 2 megawatts of wind, saving
taxpayers approximately $1 million per year in avoided
energy costs.1 New Bedford is positioned to become the
hub of Massachusetts’ offshore wind industry, with the
first project, Vineyard Wind, scheduled to begin
construction soon.2
New Bedford has also led the way in reducing fossil fuel
use for transportation, the largest source of greenhouse gas
emissions in Massachusetts.3 One strategy to reduce
transportation emissions is to replace gas-powered vehicles
with electric vehicles. As the electric grid is increasingly
powered with renewable resources, emissions from electric
vehicles will decline even further.
Electric vehicles are becoming increasingly common in
Massachusetts. Improvements in battery life and efficiency
technologies have made EVs more cost-competitive with
their fossil-fuel driven counterparts, contributing to a 37%
increase in EV ownership in Massachusetts in 2017 alone.4
By introducing electric vehicles into the municipal fleet,
cities and towns can reduce emissions, cut operating costs,
and set a positive example for residents and businesses in
the community to follow.

New Bedford has now converted more than 25% of its
municipal passenger vehicles to EVs. The city is believed to
have a higher percentage of electric vehicles in its
municipal passenger fleet than any other community in
Massachusetts.6
City leaders have also made it easier for residents to charge
their electric vehicles, introducing 10 public electric vehicle
charging stations.7 Some may even be used free of charge
by drivers of particular models of electric cars.8
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With the help of the Massachusetts Electric Vehicle
Incentive Program, city officials in New Bedford have
signed long-term lease agreements for 23 electric vehicles,
replacing older fossil fuel vehicles.5
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