Renewable Communities
Massachusetts cities and towns
leading the way to 100% renewable energy

Watertown: Rooftop solar policy
Since its designation as a Green Community in 2010,
Watertown has reduced energy consumption for municipal
facilities by 14% through energy efficiency measures. The
town has converted all streetlights to efficient LED
fixtures, saving more than $105,000 per year. Local
officials have installed solar panels on the roofs of the
public works building, police station, and high school,
reducing energy costs by $30,000 per year.1
Watertown is home to 231 solar installations, mostly on
residential buildings.2 Town officials recognized an
opportunity to tap into more of Watertown’s solar energy
potential by installing solar panels on the roofs of
commercial buildings.
In 2018, the town council unanimously passed an
ordinance requiring all new commercial buildings greater
than 10,000 square feet or residential buildings with more
than 10 units to be built with solar panels on at least 50
percent of the roof area. Additionally, parking structures
must have solar panels covering 90 percent of their top
surface.3 The ordinance also requires existing buildings
that are undergoing renovation to install solar panels.4 It
allows for exemptions for buildings that do not have
sufficient solar exposure on their roofs.5
Town officials expect that the rooftop solar requirement
will not be an impediment to new development. Local
leaders hope that the ordinance will help reduce pollution
and support local solar energy businesses.6

solar panels on new homes built in Massachusetts between
2020 and 2045 would add more than 2,300 megawatts of
solar capacity, equivalent to all of the solar that has been
installed in the state so far. The electricity generated by
these solar panels would reduce Massachusetts’ global
warming emissions by 1.9% from 2015 levels.7 Extending
this requirement to commercial buildings, similar to
Watertown’s ordinance, could lead to even greater
benefits.
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A report by the Environment America Research & Policy
Center and Frontier Group found that requiring rooftop
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